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I don’t know how many of you here today remember a movie from a few years ago starring Jim Carrey called “Bruce Almighty.”  Now, I am not putting in a plug for this movie.  Billed as a comedy, I personally didn’t find it all that funny but I have to say I found the basis for the plot intriguing. “Bruce Almighty,” for those of you who haven’t seen it, probably reflects every human beings greatest fantasy: to be God for a couple days.

Carrey plays a character by the name of Bruce Nolan.  Bruce is kind of a whiny TV reporter who is constantly complaining.  He incessantly gripes about his job, his lack of career advancement, and his life in general but, specifically, he complains about the job God is doing with his life.  Evidently, because his life was so crummy, at least in his mind, God must be doing a pretty lousy job.

Well, according to the script, God got a little tired of hearing Bruce’s whining.  So, God summons Bruce to stand before him and challenges him to trade places for a few days.  After all, if Bruce thought the Almighty was doing such a crummy job, maybe he could do better!  Bruce agrees and thus we get the title, “Bruce Almighty.”
Predictably, shortly after the transfer of power, we see Bruce having all sorts of fun “being God” as he struts his stuff.   Singing, “I’ve Got the Power,” we see Bruce blowing the tops off fire hydrants, teaching his dog to use the bathroom instead of needing to take a walk and various other things which, of course, Bruce could now do because, after all he is now God.  Equally predictable, however, is the fact that while Bruce at first acts like a little child in a candy store as he realizes he can do anything, he eventually realizes that being God may not be all it’s cracked up to be.  After all, with great power comes great responsibility and in the end, Bruce gladly turn the reins back over to the real God.

Without a doubt, parts of the movie are sacrilegious if not outright blasphemous, but, isn’t there something appealing about the premise?  My bet is that everyone here today at sometime in your life has had that fantasy:  to be God for a day.  I know I have.  Boy, if I could be God for even a day, I’d straighten up the mess we have.  Drug dealers. . .you’re out of here.  Pornography on the internet. . . gone.  Hollywood. . .under new management.  Congress . . . naw, I can’t tell you what I’d do with them, but all the problems in the Middle East . . . nothing but a distant memory.  After all, the world would be a whole lot better if God just did things like I would do things.  Wouldn’t you agree?  You don’t have to answer that.

Seriously, though, that movie got me to thinking about what really lies behind the fantasy to be God. What I believe is that it’s not so much that we really want to be God.  Like Bruce in the movie, I don’t really want the responsibility.  I don’t even really have all that much desire to do the things he can do or to have the power he has.  In the end my desire is not to really be God as much as it is that I just simply desire to have God do things my way; to be a little more like me.  

Think about this for a minute.  If he were just a little more like us, he’d already be taking care of business the way we wanted and so we’d have nothing about which to complain.  That was Bruce’s real problem in the movie.  He didn’t like the way God was doing things.  If God just did things my way, he’d take care of the things that irritate me, bother or offend me and I’d be happy.  

But, as we all know,this is all fantasy.  The truth of the matter is that we are nothing like God and, he is certainly nothing like us.  God does things his way and believe me that is a very good thing.  The last thing we need in the world is for God to be and to act more like us and the reason for that should be fairly obvious.  He is holy and we . . . we are sinners.
One of the greatest examples of why we don’t want God to be more like us comes in our text for today from Isaiah.  Isaiah shows us the remarkable nature of our God: he forgives and forgets those who hurt him.  He does so with Israel.  And that is what I want you to think about as we go through this text.   Think about how you would have treated Israel if you were God for a day.  Would you forgive and forget? 

Verse eighteen from our reading for today show us the tremendous forgiveness of God right off the bat.  God said, “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.”  “Forget the former things. . .,” I don’t know if you realize just how incredible those words are.  God tells his people Israel that he doesn’t want them to remember their past.  That is not only interesting, it is remarkable and here’s why: What God is telling them not to remember, is the fact that they had forgotten God in their lives.

You see, Isaiah is writing to a people in exile in Babylon.  Their past was one that was marked with unfaithfulness and sin.  God had wanted them to remember that he had chosen them from among all the people.  He had wanted them to remember that he had rescued them out of slavery from Egypt.  He wanted them to remember how he had kept them as they journeyed through the wilderness.  He wanted them to remember how he graciously led them to the Promised Land and how he made them a great nation so that they could bear witness to the other nations of his mercy.  But, they forgot all that.  They forgot the One who made them what they were.

And Israel’s forgetting was not just a momentary lapse in memory.  It’s not that they became a little absent minded.  They grew tired of God and his ways.  They grew tired of worship and simply went through the motions.  They became bored.  They even pursued false gods. They sought their own way.  God had graciously called them to be his witnesses to a lost and dying world, but, the bottom line was that they came to the conclusion that they could take God, or leave him.  Overall, he just wasn’t that important to them in their lives.  Or, to put that in terminology we love to use today, God just didn’t seem relevant to them.  Consequently, they rejected the one who saved them.  That’s why they were in exile.  Now, each morning that the sun rose over the Gardens of Babylon, Israel was burdened with remembering just how badly they had sinned.  

Israel treated God as if he had become a burden in their lives.  However, Isaiah tells us that God hadn’t burdened them at all.  Rather, it was Israel who had burdened God with their sins.  He had not wearied them with great demands, but they had wearied him with their offense.  Yet, with all the hurt Israel heaped upon God, it is God who tells them, “forget the past. I don’t want you to dwell on your sins against me.”   But, not only does he tell them to forget, he also promises that he will forget.  He will forget and remember their sins no more.   And, this is very important for you all to remember, what God means when he says “he will not remember their sins” he means he will not hold them accountable.  He will not get even.  He will not punish them.  For all their wrongs against him, he will forgive them.

Now, let’s imagine that you were God.  Let’s imagine that you are “Steve Almighty,” or “Linda Almighty,” or “Bill Almighty,” or “Jim Almighty.”  Would you have done the same?   Would you have wanted them to forget what they had done to you?  Or, would you want them to remember for a very long time?  Would you want to teach them a lesson they’d never forget?    


Perhaps it’s too hard to relate to Israel when I ask that questions.  How about this?  Think of the last time someone hurt you.  Think of the last time someone sinned against you or did you some harm.  Did you want them to forget?  Did you want to forget?

You know, most of us are very good at holding grudges.  So, when someone has sinned against us, we don’t want them to forget.   And, somehow we take great satisfaction in their remembering and most of us don’t mind reminding them either.   We want them to know not only that we are hurt, but that they are the ones who hurt us.  They are the ones who have caused us this great offense, which, let’s be honest, in most case is really not that great an offense.  .

The truth is we want them to remember, too.   I know you all have done this because I have done this.  Sometimes you just like being mad at someone.  I don’t know why that is, but I do know that it is sin.  Worse, sometimes it is even a brother or sister in Christ with whom we are angry.   We can be most unforgiving, can’t we?  It is a sad commentary on our human condition that our desire is often to hold people accountable.  Now, you may say, “Wait a minute, I don’t get even.  I just don’t want to be around them ever again.”  But, even that is in a sense, is holding them accountable.  It’s not dealing with the hurt.  It’s not dealing with the sin.  

As Christians, we not supposed to do that.  We are instructed to be reconciled with those with whom we have a dispute.  Jesus tells us in Matthew 18, “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.”  Notice what he says there.  If we are the ones who are hurt, what do we do?  Don’t we usually wait for the other person to come and apologize to us?  Don’t we stubbornly fold our arms and refuse to budge until they say they are sorry?  But, Jesus places the initiative on the offended person.  Not the offending person.  And when he says, “show them their fault,” the goal is not to say, “see what you have done! See how you’ve hurt me!  You should feel terrible about that!”  No.  The goal is to “win them over.”  The goal is reconciliation and it is unfaithfulness on our part when we choose not to be reconciled and as Christians we know this too be true.  God’s word is clear, he wants us to be reconciled.  The problem is we just don’t like it.  The truth is that this is probably one of those areas where we wish God were just a little bit more like us, that is, permitting us to hold on to just a little grudge.

But, do you really want God to be like us in this way?  Do you want God to treat us the way we so often treat others?  I don’t and certainly not in this way.  I don’t want God holding a grudge against me.  When it comes to my sins, I want him to forget.  I want him to forget each and every one of them, no matter how small or trivial.  I want him to cast them as far as the East is to the West so that they can never be remembered, by him or by me. I count on the fact that he promises to forget.
My dear friends in Christ, that is what God promises each and every one of us.  The same promise he made to Israel he has made to us.  However, it is important to know  that he doesn’t remember our sins and hold us accountable for one reason and one reason only:  because he remembered our sins and held Jesus accountable for them.  St. Paul puts this so beautifully in 2 Corinthians 5, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.” And why does he do this?  Paul continues, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”  How different from us is that?  Instead of punishing us for our own sins, God punished his one and only Son.  Instead of punishing the guilty, he punished the innocent.   And don’t think for a moment that God forgets our sins with some sort of casual, “forget about it.”  He forgets our sins because the price has been paid.  It has been paid in full by Christ on the cross.

Why does he do this?  For his own sake.  For his own mercy.  Out of his tremendous love; not because of anything we have done but simply because he is gracious.  My dear friends, the character and nature of God’s forgiveness is so far beyond anything of which we are capable that it is completely ridiculous to believe that we’d be better off if he were just a little more like us.  For we have offended him, but he still forgives.  We have grieved him and he forgets.  We have burdened him with our sins, but he does not remember.  We have wearied him, but he does not get even and this all for the sake of Jesus Christ.   And with the forgiveness he has so freely and generously given to us, he asks us to forgive others.  
Do you still think you want God to be a little bit more like us?  I don’t think so and trust me on this . . . that would be a really bad idea. In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

