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Well, my dear friends in Christ, we have a quite a busy day today, don’t we?  First, we witnessed a baptism where God, through the miracle of water and word combined brought Peter Steven Hayes who, by the way, has an outstanding middle name, into his glorious kingdom.  And that is what God has done in this sacrament.  In all honesty, with each baptism we witness, we should sit back in awe of what God is doing.  The very hand of Jesus comes to wash away all his sin and take him to be his own.  Peter was, before our very eyes, united with all the saving work of Jesus, his death, his burial and his resurrection.  All that Jesus did for Peter is now Peter’s and we rejoice that he is now part of the communion of the saints.

Then, of course, because this is Memorial Day, we will at the end of our service take the time to recognize our veterans and to give thanks to God for not only their service to us but also to thank God for every soldier, airman, seaman and marine who gave the ultimate sacrifice of their lives for our freedoms.  That God protects us and our lives through the vocations of these men and women is truly a gift that we might live peaceable lives here on earth.


Now, with just those two things alone, it is going to be difficult to keep this service within the time frame of that unwritten but somewhat obligatory rule of sixty minutes.  However, to throw a little complication into the mix, this is also Trinity Sunday and on Trinity Sunday we as the church of Jesus Christ are to plumb the depths of the well of our Triune God and let me tell you, that well is pretty deep.  St. Paul writes in Romans 11: 33-34, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?"   


Indeed, in so many ways, our Triune God is unsearchable.  A 4th Century Greek monk by the name of Evagrius of Pontus wrote, “God cannot be grasped by the mind.  If he could be grasped, he would not be God.”  And so, my task as the preacher on this Trinity Sunday is to explain to you the unexplainable, to help you grasp the ungraspable, to help you comprehend the incomprehensible and . . . to do it all in under sixty minutes!  This is either going to be the longest sermon or the shortest sermon you have ever heard in all your life!  And in case you are wondering, I am not going to take a vote to see which you want!

My fellow saints, as Christians, we believe, teach and confess that our God is Triune.  Meaning, we believe that he is one God who has manifested himself in three persons.  This is a fundamental doctrine of orthodox Christianity.  Our God is three yet one.  One yet three.  All distinct.  Yet all united.  All God.  Yet, not three gods.  It defies human logic.


Oh, it’s not that we don’t attempt to explain the Trinity because we do.  Volumes have been written on this subject.  Both our Apostles’ Creed and our Nicene Creed try to explain it in more of a Reader’s Digest version.  In fact, the Athanasian Creed which we traditionally recite on this day but would have blown the sixty minute marker out of the water, goes into great detail in order to try and help us make some sense of this teaching.  “We worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance.  For the Father is one person, the Son is another and the Holy Spirit is another.  But, the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit is one:  the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.”  I suppose that is helpful but in the end we cannot explain exactly how the Trinity works.  I think I like the way Luther puts it.  Speaking on the incomprehensible nature of the Trinity, he writes, “If reason disturbs you here and questions arise like those of the Turks:  ‘Are there, then two gods?’  Answer” ‘There is only one God, and still there is the Father and the Son’.  How is this possible?  Respond in humility:  ‘I do not know.  For God did not want these things to be discerned with the eyes.  He only made it known in the Word and wished it to be believed.’”  The Trinitarian nature of God is a mystery and until Jesus returns and we are all glorified with him, it will always remain a mystery.  I think it would alleviate a lot of frustration if we just admit our own inabilities to wrap our brains around it and simply accept it on faith.


So, with that said, where does that leave us?  Did I just give you the shortest sermon of your life to leave you with, “We can’t explain the Trinity and that’s that! Have a nice day!”   Well, don’t get too excited because while we cannot fully wrap our minds around the Trinity that doesn’t mean there is nothing important for us to learn about our Triune God.  You see, while the Scriptures testify quite clearly to the plurality of our God, God is less concerned with us understanding “how” the Trinity works than he is in our understanding “that” the Trinity works.  Let me explain what I mean by that.  You see, God is not a theological abstraction or simply a metaphysical proposition.  He is a God who does things --- great and wonderful things.  And these things he does he does to save you and me and these things he has done really are quite understandable, quite graspable and quite comprehensible.


The epistle lesson for today from Acts is where we see this most clearly.  This is a portion of Peter’s Pentecost sermon and, I suppose, by all rights should have been read last week on Pentecost Sunday.  However, take note of the fact that Peter identifies, within the context of God’s plan of salvation, the existence of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  Note also he does not try to explain what make the Trinity tick.  No, Peter simply testifies to the work our Triune God has accomplished on our behalf.

“Men of Israel, hear these words:  Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know—this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.  God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.”


If there is a model sermon in all the Scriptures for pastors to follow, this is it.  Peter is direct and to the point.  He doesn’t deal in theological abstractions concerning the nature of God and the things we don’t know.  This is no debate on how many angels can dance on the head of pin.  No, Peter speaks of what he knows.  He speaks of Jesus and the mighty works God the Father performed by him.  He speaks of Jesus being handed over to sinful men to be crucified and that this was no mere accident or unfortunate turn of event but was all part of God’s foreknowledge and plan.  The plan of salvation that God the Father laid out from the beginning of time was to offer up God the Son, Jesus our Lord, as a sacrifice for your and my sin.  Jesus, God from the very beginning, was to taste the death we deserved for our sin and having tasted that death for us, God raised Jesus from the dead.  God the Father broke the chains of death that but temporarily held God the Son and with Jesus’ resurrection, the bonds of death have been broken for us.


This is the work of God the Father.  He brings salvation to you and me through the death and resurrection of God the Son, Jesus the Christ. Peter didn’t have to understand the inner workings of the Trinity to understand this and neither do we.  Not fully understanding the nature and the essence of God in no way detracts from the joy of knowing that our Triune God has defeated death for you and for me forever.


If you haven’t figured this out yet, that is the big deal with God.  Each and every one of us had been abandoned to death.  It is the fate of all of us because sin brings death and all of us have sinned.  The world is broken and we are broken people marching inevitably toward the grave because of our sin.  It is the tragedy of this world and one that we have all experienced personally as we have watched so many of those we love take their last breath.  

However, the nature of our Triune God is to be gracious and in his grace he saves us and because of the work of God the Son, Jesus our Savior, he brings to salvation and eternal life to all who believe.  To put this simply, the work of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit is to rescue you and me from death.  This is his gift to us and that the limitations of my human mind cannot grasp the inner workings of the Trinity in no way diminishes the joy of knowing that I am the recipient of his grace.  It just doesn’t. I don’t need to know how God is one but three and the three are totally united but still remain distinct.  The Scriptures have not made that entirely clear to me.  But what is clear is that I was lost and now I am found by our Triune God who loves me.  I was sinner but now a saint of our Triune God who cleansed me of my sin.  I was dying but now I shall live by the gracious work of our Triune God.   You know this too.  We all have been the gracious recipients of God’s work and this is most understandable.

My dear friends in Christ, as I said, the doctrine of the Trinity is a mystery.  You can get yourself all twisted around the axle trying to figure it all out, but I am here today to tell you that you will never figure it out.  But, I am also here today to tell you, “So what?”  And when I say that, I am not trying to be dismissive of the doctrine of the Trinity.  We must accept it because it is the testimony of Scripture and it is how God has revealed himself to us.  However, in this life, there are a lot of things I don’t understand and yet, I accept them.  I don’t understand fully the physics behind why an airplane flies but that doesn’t stop me from flying.  I don’t understand how my computer with nothing but 1’s and 0’s permits me to view photographs, search the internet and type my sermons but I use my computer every day.  That I don’t understand fully the nature of God is to be expected.  He is after all . . .  God and I am a flawed human being.  


His work, though, we do see clearly.  We see it on the cross where he demonstrated his love for us.  We see it in his empty tomb where he broke the back of sin and death for us.  We see it in the waters of baptism where Peter Hayes this day joined the ranks of God’s saints.  These things I do understand and because of his goodness to me, which I deserve in no way, I simply accept them by faith.  So, I accept that, “the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God.  And yet, they are not three gods but one God,” and I live in the peace of knowing that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, our one God, has saved me.  To God be the glory.  In the name of the God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

