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“Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ?  And is not 
the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, 

are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.” 
         1 Corinthians 10:16 & 17 
 
 If you recall the musical Oliver, there is a scene where Oliver, an orphan, is in the dining hall of the      
orphanage with all the other wards of the state.  As they are eating their meager portions of porridge, with 
the urging of his fellow orphans, Oliver, with bowl in hand, sheepishly approaches the headmaster and says, 
“Please sir, could I have some more?”  His request was not well received as the headmaster, in a fit of rage, 
calls Oliver everything from impudent to ungrateful and threatens to punish him within an inch of his life. 
 While maintaining an element of the comedic, the scene is still somewhat heartbreaking.  Alone in 
the world, Oliver simply wanted to end his pangs of hunger.  The request for more was not that out of line, 
but, it was met with a total lack of compassion by a headmaster who viewed Oliver as a dirty, pesky, little 
��������	��	��
�	����	
����
�  
 How good it is to know that God our Father is not like the headmaster.  In fact, from God’s perspec-
tive, the greatest demonstration of faith on our part comes when we approach him and ask for more of his 
gifts.  He is most delighted when by faith we seek what he wants to give. 
 It is the nature of God to give.  He gave us forgiveness of our sins by the cross of Jesus.  He gave us 
new life when he brought us to the waters of Baptism.  He gives us eternal life and salvation.  And, he gives 
us Jesus our Lord in Holy Communion.  These are his gifts which he generously bestows upon us and which 
he wants to continue to generously bestow upon us.  For these things we can never ask too much. 
 And consider the blessings of the gifts he gives.  For example, consider what St. Paul says about the 
Lord’s Supper in the above verse.  The cup from which we drink is not an ordinary chalice of wine.  It is a 
“participation”  in the blood of Christ.  The bread of which we partake is not ordinary bread.  It is a 
“participation”  in the body of Christ.   
 Actually, the translation of “participation”  is somewhat unclear.  Literally, Paul is saying that when 
we eat the bread and drink the cup in the Lord’s Supper, we are brought into the closest possible fellowship 
with the Lord’s body and blood which were given and shed for the forgiveness of sins.  There is a “comm-
union”  with  Jesus himself whereby we receive all the benefits of what he accomplished for us through his 
body and blood.  What a gift! 
 There is, however, even more.  God’s gifts are always bigger than what we think and more than 
what we expect.  St. Paul goes on and says that not only are we brought into the closest of fellowships with 
Jesus, we are also brought into the closest of fellowships with each other.  As there is one loaf, we are all 
joined together in one body along with Christ Jesus. As one body we joyfully receive all that God desires to 
give us and, trust me, he wants to give you the whole lot and a whole lot more! 
 We should never, like Oliver, fear asking God for more of his gifts.  He wants to give them and to 
give them often.  It does make you wonder why we only celebrate the Lord’s Supper every other week, 
though, doesn’t it?  Who doesn’t want to receive gifts as often as they can?  Why turn them down?  At least 
from my   perspective, if God wants to bestow upon me his gifts, I will be happy to come to his altar and 
ask, “Please sir, could I have some more?” 

                                Pastor Riordan 
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Please keep all our  

students in your 
 prayers.  
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Welcome Back Sunday School participants! 
 

Sunday school, for ages 3 through 6th grade, begins  on 
September 12th at 10:15 a.m. 

We have an exciting year planned so please join us  
and invite a friend or neighbor to come along! 

 
If you are in 7th—12th grade, keep watching the Sun day  

bulletins for details on how you can participate in   
monthly service projects.  We’re looking forward to  another 

fabulous year together! 
 

If you have any questions,  
please contact any one of the following volunteers:   

                                 Nancy Harris   (70 8) 246-9679 
                                 Judy Latman   (630 ) 971-8740   
                            Sharon Riordan   (708) 246-6500 
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“All Scripture is God- breathed and is useful 
for teaching,  rebuking, correcting and training in righteous-

ness…”   
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Hebrews 11:1  
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 After a short summer recess, Women’s Club is back on track.  The new board members have been 
busy planning some very interesting and fun activities for the upcoming meetings to keep you informed 
and entertained.  Now is the time to become a member so you can join in the festivities.  Dues are only 
$15/year and payable by the October meeting.  You can become a member if you are at least 21 years of 
age, a member of Grace or just a neighborhood friend.  Come to the meetings and join in the fun. 
 
 And speaking of fun...Everyone likes a party so let’s celebrate!  All women of the 
congregation are invited to a BIRTHDAY PARTY POT LUCK on Monday,  
September 27th.  Current club members are asked to bring either a salad or veggie dish.  
The bread, drinks, main course and dessert will be provided.  Serving begins at 6:00 p.m. 
Put on your party hats and come on over! 

 

   Your Women’s Club Board 
   Linda McGuire, President 
   Tyna Eggert, Vice-President 
   Ruth Reid, Treasurer 
   Judy Josefek, Secretary 
   Lillian Winkelman, Historian  
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