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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

2 Samuel 11: 26 - 12:10, 13-15

June 13, 2010
The accolades concerning King David throughout Scripture are numerous and plentiful.   In many ways a legend, David, as far as the Scriptures are concerned, was the idyllic king.  All subsequent kings who ascended to the throne of Israel would be measured against him.  David became the standard and their monarchies would forever be assessed in light of the great King David.  Their reign would be judged as to whether or not they, quoting 2 Kings 16:2, “Unlike his father David, did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD his God.”  The implication obviously being that David did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.  Therefore, to walk in David’s footsteps was to please both the nation and God.  God viewed King David so favorably that he even goes so far as calling David “a man after his own heart,” and that is a quote.  You can find that in 1 Samuel 13, verse 14.
“A man after God’s own heart.”  I don’t know about you but in light of our Old Testament lesson for today with the story of David and Bathsheba, I find that more than a little bit interesting.  In fact, I find it downright peculiar.  One would think that kudos like that from God would only go out to those who were perfect but, as is readily apparent, David was far from perfect.  King David, the great monarch, the standard by whom all other kings were measured, this “man after God’s own heart,” was also undoubtedly extremely human and as such, he was a sinner.

I have said this before, but one of the things I have always loved is the honesty of the Bible.  Scripture makes no attempt at all to whitewash the facts concerning man’s sinfulness.  Indeed, they do not cover up or hide the seedy side of human behavior and that includes the behavior of the heroes of the faith.  It doesn’t matter about whom they speak, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua or King David,  Scripture shows us that they were all truly flawed, imperfect, often faithless, forever sinful, human beings.  I suppose what I am trying to say is that they were much like you and me.  
The question, I guess, is why does God do this?  Why is he so honest in his Word regarding the depravity of our sinfulness?  Well, I think the answer is actually pretty simple:  God shows us the reality of sin so that you and I who are also truly flawed, imperfect, often faithless, forever sinful human beings can see the magnitude of God’s forgiveness.  For if he can forgive someone like King David after all he did, he can certainly forgive someone like you or someone like me.

So, what exactly did King David do?  Well, you can’t really tell from the section of the reading on the back of the bulletin.  All we have there is the conclusion to the story; however, there was much which led up to Nathan’s confrontation with David.  If you go back to the beginning of chapter 11, you see from the beginning that something was not right with good King David.  Chapter 11 begins, “In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army.  They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah.  But David remained in Jerusalem.”   

Now, I don’t know if you caught that or not but listen closely again.  The text tells us that it was the spring of the year, the time when “kings go off to war.”  It’s spring.  Kings are supposed to go off to war, but where do we find King David?  Home.  In Jerusalem.  David was where he wasn’t supposed to be.   Leading his troops into battle is where he was supposed to be. Fighting the enemies of Israel was what he should have been doing.  David was not fulfilling his responsibilities.  He was shirking his duties as a God appointed monarch, neglecting the vocation of king which the Lord God had given him.  He was in the wrong place, doing what he should not have been doing and ultimately setting himself up for sin.  

Right away we see that David’s actions are all too human and something we all do.  We put ourselves in positions where sin comes easily?  Teenagers go to parties where they know there will be alcohol.  A man on a business trip checks out the local “nightlife” telling himself he’s really not looking for any action.  A lonely housewife visits the “chat-rooms” on the internet knowing more than one marriage has been ruined by technology.  We human beings are amazingly stupid; we continually place ourselves into situations where sin becomes easy.  

That is exactly what happened to David.  Hanging around the palace instead of sleeping in a tent  with his troops, David gets up, strolls around the roof and sees the beautiful Bathsheba.  Sending a servant to find out her identity, he is told that she is the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.  Bathsheba is a married woman.  The “off-limits” sign should have been blinking like neon before David’s eyes, but it wasn’t.  He sent for Bathsheba and they committed adultery.  The deed was done, the sin committed.  King David, the model king, “a man after God’s own heart,” was an adulterer.  

Like most adulterers, I am sure that David wanted to keep the whole thing a secret, but, that was not a possibility.  As the Bible tells us, his indiscretion left Bathsheba pregnant and there was no way for David to claim that it wasn’t his child.  Uriah, Bathesheba’s husband, was fighting in the war.
Now, David being an adulterer is pretty bad, but, the story gets much worse.  David, realizing the dilemma that he is in tries to cover of his sin.  He calls for Uriah to come home from the front lines pretending to want a report about the war.  David assumed that Uriah, now home in Jerusalem, would jump at the chance to see his wife.  If Uriah went home, David would have what politicians today call “plausible deniability.”   Meaning, he could then claim the child was Uriah’s and not his.   After all, Uriah came home from war, right?

But here is where you see a real twist in this whole sordid story, Uriah was a more loyal soldier than King David was a king and would not do that.  Do you see the irony in that?  Uriah was loyal to the King who was disloyal to him.  Instead of going home, he slept outside the palace door.

David, however, would not let Uriah’s noble character get in his way.  He tried one more time to entice Uriah to go home.  He wined and dined him.  He even made Uriah drunk.  But even in a drunken stupor, Uriah proved to be more faithful than his King.  He again did not go home.

Now, let’s step back for a moment and tally up all that the Great King David had done so far.  He shirked his duty.  He coveted another man’s wife.  He committed adultery.  He lied and connived to cover up his sin. Oh, and he broke the first commandment by not honoring his God with his behavior.  One would think that this would have been enough.  However, David took it a step further.  Seeing the faithfulness and the nobility of Uriah and that he would not go back to his wife, David decided to eliminate the problem.  He sent Uriah back to the front. Worse, David gave orders that Uriah should be sent to where the fighting was the fiercest.  Once there, all the other soldiers were to withdraw, leaving Uriah alone to die, which is exactly what happened.  Uriah, a man who had done nothing but remain faithful to his king, was rewarded by this “man after God’s own heart,” with being left alone to die in battle.  After Uriah’s death, David took, or I should say, stole, Bathsheba for his wife.

Coveting.  Lust.  Adultery.  Lying.  Conspiracy.  Murder and Theft.  Dishonoring God.  Do you have any doubts that David was a sinner?  If you did, you shouldn’t anymore.  This sad saga is more than convincing, at least to us.  The problem was David needed convincing, or, perhaps I should say, “convicting.”   In steps Nathan the prophet.  The Lord told Nathan to go and confront David with his sin.  He did so through a parable.  There was a rich man who had everything.  Yet, despite having everything, he chose to steal the only lamb of a poor man instead of slaughtering one of his own sheep to prepare a meal.  The lamb was all the poor man had and he treated more like a member of the family than an animal.  But that did not matter to the heartless rich man, he simply took the lamb away.  

The parallels between the parable and David’s sins should be obvious to everyone.  Everyone, that is, except David.  He was furious at the injustice, claiming that this man deserved to die for what he had done.  Ironically, David had sentenced himself.  David did deserve to die.  But, David did not see that Nathan spoke of him until Nathan bluntly told him, “You are the man.”  David’s sin was exposed.  Despite his attempts to cover it up, it became fully clear to him that the one who truly matters, that is God, knew exactly what David had done.  There was no hiding his sin from the righteous God of Heaven.
Then the truly remarkable happened.  David saw his sin.  He stood not before Nathan the prophet but before God as a man with no defense.  He knew the Lord knew and that, by his own admission, his sin deserved death.  David had no recourse but to admit his guilt.  David cried out, “I have sinned against the Lord.”  No excuses.  No, “Yes, buts.”  No rationalizations and no more attempts to cover it up.  “I have sinned,” was David’s only response. One would think that a man in so deep and so entrenched in covering up his sin would dig in his heels and deny and deny and deny.  However, David doesn’t.  Seeing his sin, David simply confesses it.
Even more remarkable, however, was the Lord’s response to David’s confession.  Through Nathan the prophet, God pronounced absolution.  “The Lord has taken away your sins.”  Notice how quickly the Lord forgives those who repent.  There was no long, drawn out and protracted interrogation.  There was no “third-degree.”  There was no, “Why did you do this?”  or “What were you thinking?”  There was only confession which came from a repentant heart and absolution which comes from the heart of God.  For all that David had done, for coveting, for lust, for adultery, for lying, for conspiracy, for murder and for theft,  David was forgiven.  By God’s grace and forgiveness, our merciful Lord once again made David “a man after God’s own heart.”
My dear friends in Christ, what have you done?  What are your sins?  Have you lied, cheated, stolen, lusted, gossiped, coveted, harbored anger, refused to forgive, neglected worship, or committed adultery or murder in your heart?  Do you think yourself better than King David?  Your not.  That’s the truth and I know that in many ways, I think we are fearful to really think about it.  I think we try to bury our sins deep in our psyche in an attempt to convince ourselves that we are not really all that bad or that our sins are not that grave.  We shouldn’t, though, we should acknowledge them and the damnation they bring.  Our sins may be different than David’s but they are just as condemning.  For each of them we deserve to die and as Christians we should confess them for all their contemptible ugliness.  We should confess them honestly, with no whitewash and no attempts to cover them up.

Actually, when Martin Luther wrote his friend Philip Melanchthon and told him “to sin boldly,” this was his point.  Granted, what Luther said is often misconstrued and misunderstood.  For many, in an attempt to criticize Luther, they ignore the context and say that Luther advocated cheep grace.  That is, they say that in telling people to sin boldly, Luther told people to live any way they wanted to because they were forgiven anyway.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  “Sin boldly” was Luther’s way of telling his friend, “don’t pretend before God that that you are not a sinner.”  Don’t pretend that your sin is small.  Don’t pretend your sin is insignificant or inconsequential.  Confess boldly the ugliness of your sin  and here is why:  God does not forgive pretend sinners.  He only forgives real sinners. 
King David was a real sinner.  He was a real sinner whose real sins were forgiven by God.  You and I are real sinners and just as God’s forgiveness extended to David, so it does with us.  For David, his sins were forgiven by the blood of the One who would come – Jesus our Lord.  For us, our sins are forgiven by the One who did come – Jesus our Lord.  David was washed in his blood which extended all the way back to just about 1000 B. C.  We are forgiven by his blood which extends all the way to 2010.  Jesus died for all of David’s sins and that is why he could be forgiven.  Jesus died for all of our sins also, and that is why we can be forgiven.  And when we stand before God each Sunday and confess our sins, we are doing nothing more than admitting what David admitted, “I have sinned against you, O Lord.”  And in the same way that Nathan pronounced absolution, so too do we hear our Lord’s absolution, where, “in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ,” your sins are forgiven.  No interrogation.  No questions.  No “third-degree.”  Wherever repentant hearts confess, there is the Lord’s forgiveness.  He promises us that.
My dear friends in Christ, do you believe that your sins are too big for God to forgive?  Have you done things so grievous that you now believe the Lord’s grace cannot find you?  Are you afraid to stand before God and confess that you are a real sinner?  Look here at King David, an adulterer and a murder, and I think you will find the answer to that question.  It is, “No.”  No sin is too big, nor any sinner too sinful, for the blood of Christ to forgive.  We are all real sinners and yet God washes us in that blood.  And in so doing, he recreates us.   By the blood of Jesus he turns real sinners, not pretend sinners, in to saints.   And it is because he has recreated us in Christ Jesus that he now looks at each and every one of us and without any hesitation call us, “men and women after his own heart.”  To God be the glory.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

